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the larynx. This entrance lies in the anterior wall of
the pharynx below the cavity of the month, and descends,
therefore, obliquely backwards. The upper boundary of
the superior cavity of the larynx must, therefore, also
slant backwards, and the cavity itself be higher before
than behind. An examination of the hyoid bone and its
relations to the larynx will be the first step towards a
clear comprehension of the situation of these parts.

The lingual or hyoid lone resembles in shape a horse-
shoe, and consists of five segments. The central part of
the bone (the body), forming the middle of the arch, is a
bony plate of about 3 cm. (1'17 inch) in length and 1 cm.
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(*39 inch) in width. This plate lies, with its long axis
placed transversely, immediately under the integument
of the throat, at the point where the upper horizontal
division of the anterior surface of the throat separated
by the lower jaw passes into the lower vertical division.
Two separate pieces of bone, which are called horns
(cornua), are attached to the lateral borders of the body ;
one is termed the greater horn (cornu majus), the other
the lesser horn (cornu minus). The greater horn is a
rod-like piece of bone, about 3 cm. in length, which by
its broader anterior end is attached to the lower half of
the lateral border of the body; it passes, parallel to that
of the other side, horizontally backwards, and termi-